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By CHRISTIAN M. WADE
cwade@tampatrib.com

Two years ago, Hillsborough County voters approved a referendum
bestowing far-reaching veto powers to an elected county mayor, if that
position is ever created.

But members of Hillsborough County's charter review board, which is
appointed by the county commission, argue that what voters approved was
unconstitutional. They want to put another referendum on the ballot in the
Nov. 2 election repealing the provision.

Before they do that, however, the board needs to hear from the voters.

So they've scheduled public hearings on June 29 and July 13 to discuss the
proposed referendum, which would require at least 10 votes to put it on the
ballot.

The charter board's review was prompted by a legal opinion by County
Attorney Renee Lee, who said the veto provision violates the state
constitution because only the county commission can pass annual budgets
and set countywide property tax rates.

In 2008, Hillsborough voters approved the veto amendment by 53 percent.
A companion proposal creating the position was knocked off the ballot after
a lengthy court challenge.

Tampa lawyer Mary Ann Stiles, chairwoman of the Elected County Mayor
Political Committee Inc., says the veto powers provision is constitutional
and has called the charter board's review a thinly veiled attempt to derail the
county mayor initiative.

http://www2.tbo.com/content/2010/jun/19/na-2-public-hearings-s... 6/21/2010
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Stiles’ group is busy gathering the 40,000 signatures required to get the
county mayor question on the batlot in the Nov. 2 election.

The referendum would ask voters whether they want to replace the
appointed county administrator with an elected county mayor.

At the public hearings, the review board will also discuss a proposal from
Hillsborough County Circuit Clerk Pat Frank to eliminate the office of
internal auditor, which voters created in the 2002 elections to bring
efficiency and cost savings to county departments.

Both hearings begin at 6 p.m. at the Fred B. Karl County Center in Tampa.

http://www2.tbo.com/content/2010/jun/19/na-2-public-hearings-s... 6/21/2010



WMNF 88.5 FM Community Radio, Tampa

Should The Hillsborough County Commission Be Expanded To Provide More
Diversity Among Its Members?

05/25/10 Robert Lorei
Listen to this entire show:

Tags: , , ,

Should the Hillsborough County Commission be expanded by two members in order to beiter
represent the people of Hillsborough County? Our next guest testified yesterday before the
Hillsborough Charter Review Board- saying that Hillsborough County is larger than seven states and
that county government needs to better represent its citizens.

Patrick Manteiga is editor and publisher of the newspaper La Gaceta and he argues that the county
population is so big that a commissioner elected county-wide represents more people than the
governors of seven states. Manteiga believes that expanding the number of single member districts on
the commission from four to six would ensure that commissioners would be more in touch with the
issues in their community. And, he says, there would be a greater opportunity to elect a Hispanic
member to the commission. Mantaiga says there have only been two Latinos elected to the county
commission in the last three decades but that there is a sizable Hispanic population in the county that
is under-served by the current makeup of the commission.
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Voters authorized the trurmp card
in a charter amandment in 2008.

- By CHRISTIAM M. WADE
cwade@tampatrib.com
TAMEA » Hillsbcmugh County's charter
review board is cousideting a move that
could strip the veto powers of an elected
county mayot, if that pdsition is created.
 Thereview board, which is appointed by
the county commission, plans to hold
public hearings asking voters if they want
to repeal a charter amendment, approved
two years ago, that gives a county mayor
veto powers over the seven-rhember com-
mission.
Board member ]an Platt said the review

was prompted by a legal - opinion by

County‘ Attorney Renee Lee, who argued
that the veto provision violates the state
constitution because only the county com-
mission can pass budgets and set pronerty
tax rates.

“Unfortunately, the voters didn't know

what they were voting on
was unconstitutional,” Platt
said. “We need to 1esolve
that now, or somecne else
wil do it with a lawsuit”

Siiles, chairwoman of the
Elected County Mayo: Polit-
ical Committee Inc, said
there are no dlscxepancies
between the proposed char-
ter amendment and the veto
provision She called the
meve an atternpt to derail
the  county mayor cam-
paign

“They have a clea_t agen-
da,” Stiles said “They really don't care
what the people of this county think; only
the commissioners who appeinted them
It's complete atrogance.”

In 2008, Hillshorough voters approved
the veto amendment by 53 percent, A
companion proposal czeanng the position
was kiiotked off the ballot after & lerigthy

Stiles

o/rr’///{

Tampa lawyer Mary Ann.

court challenge.

Shortly after the referendum passed, 1ee
advised commissioners that they should
file the lawsuit to remove the provision,
but board membets backed away from her
suggestion, saying they did not want it to
appear {0 be undermining the will of The
County’s voters. ®

Stiles” group needs to gather more than
40,000 signatures from registered voters
and submit them to the Hillshborough
County Flections Supervisor by July 31. -

if the group is successful, voters would
be asked in the Nov. 2 elections whether
they want to replace the appomted county
administrator with a partisan, elected
county mayor '

No date has been set for the public
hearings. The 14-member board would
need a super majority of 14 votes to'put a
proposed repeal of the veto amendment
on the ballot.

" Reporter Christian M. Wade can be reached at

(813) 259-7679.
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The Charter Review Board votes for public hearings on the issue.

BY BiLL YARIAN
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA — A November bal-
lot already crowded with polit-
ical races and proposed consti-
tutional changes could giow
longer for Hillsborough County
volers .

. Arveview panel has tentatively
agreed to ask volers to recon-
gider actions they previously
approved — creation of a county
inteinal perfoimance auditor,
and giving an elected county
mayor velo power over commis-
sion decisions should that post
ever be created.

" Technically, the Charier

Monday to hold 4 required pair
of public hearings on the ques-
tions. But they did so by mai-
gins that indicate the questions
could make the ballot,

One would ask voters, who
approved creation' of the coun-
ty’s internal performance andi-
tor position eight years ago,
whether they think the post
should be eliminated since it
has been a souzce of contzo-
velsy.

Countty commissioners voted
to fire the second person to hold
the job, Tim Baines, last month
after questions about his com-
petence

12-1t0 take the question to pub-
Tic hearing. Ten members of the

14-person review panel must -

approve placing the quesnon
on the ballot. One seat is vacant,
but is expected to be filled.

“The internal performance
auditor’s office seemingly has
been embroiled and embit-
tered since i was initiated?” said
1eview board member James
Tokley, addlng that the clerk
of the cirenit court can do the
work

The Charter Review Boaid
is appointed every five years
by county commissioners to
consider possible changes to the

Review Board members voted

% CHARTER. camﬁ:mueﬁ from 1B

Auditor slo

County Charter, its constitution of sorts,
The same board, with mostly different
members, is the group that put creating
an auditor on the ballot a decade ago.

Board me1mbers also voted 112 to hold
public hearings on whether {0 ask voters
{0 remove a provision that would give an
elected county mayor veto power if that
position is cr eated. Voters approved that
measure two years ago. )

The public vete vote in 2008 had been
paired with a companion ballot question
on whether to create an elected county
mayol. Thal question was thiown off
the ballot in court, but the veto quastion
remained and passed.

Suppextels ate gathering petition sig-

Board members voied

nnears headed

® See CHARTER, 3B

io

natures from the public to get the mayor
question on the baltot in November.

“Why would they do that now before
the elected county mayor is on the ballot?”
asked Mary Ann Stiles, leader of Elected
County Mayor Political Commitiee Iinc
“That’s just pure arrogance” .

Review board members sajd that, with
1o elected county mayor in the charter

- ntow, the veto provision makes 1o sense,

“We need to clean up the charter” said
Beth Leytham.

_ The review board also voted 7-6 to con-
sider expanding the County Comrnission
from seven members to nine, but the cloge
margin of the vote suggests a tough fight
for supporters.



THE NATION'S ONLY TRI-

gy
B8t
Year

PRECIO: 50 CENTAVOS

UMERQC 24

s

ANO 88-N

VIERNES, 11 DE JUNIO DE 2010

On Monday, the Hillsborough
County Charter Review Board
(CRB) considered a proposal made
by this writer to increase the

. county commission by two single-

member district commissioners.
We hoped the change from our

current three-countywide/four
single-member district system to a
threé-countywide/six single-mem-
ber district. We feel this would
make single-member district
commissioners more responsive
to constituents by reducing their
districts from a 300,000 popula-
tion to 200,000. _

We felt adding more districts
would provide greater racial and
geographic diversity on the com-
Mission. _ }

We also hoped that it would
move us from the current system
where the entire voting popula-

" tion of the county elects the majox-

ity of the commission. A majority
electing the majority plan is dis-
criminatory and has often been
repudiated by this state and large
urban counties. o

Years ago, State Senators and
State Representatives were voted
on countywide instead of by just
their district. Years ago, all of our
school board members were voted
on by the whole county. Years
ago, all of our county commission-
ers were voted on by the entire
county. All of these voting systems
were changed because they were
discriminatory.

On Monday, the Charter Re-
view Board appeared ready to
move the 3/6 plan to a public meet-
ing that could have eventually had
the issue placed on the ballot, but
an amendment by CRB member

‘Jan Platt was passed to change

the plan to a four-countywide/
five single-member district plan.
This increased the county com-
mission by two, but still kept the
old-fashioned and discriminatory
system of the majority electing
the majority.

Dividing the county by five dis-
tricts instead of four could lead
to a prominent Hispanic district,
but it fails to move the county
forward.
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Welcome Back,
Attorney Renee Le

¢ we sound partisan? Then let us sound partisan!

B Congratulations to Hillsborough County Commis-
sion for its 5 to 2 vole to reinstate Renee Lee to her seat
as County Aftorney. Without a shadow of a doubt, the
County Commission has done the right thing.

You may remember County Attorney Renee Lee was
suspended along with County Administrator Pat Bean for
specified and unspecified wrong-doings, at work. You
may also remember that for the next weeks, County Com-
missioners fought back and forth between each other, the
press and the public in a thus far elusive attempt to pin-
point or at least pigeon-hole both Bean and Lee into ac-
cusations that stnck and that were, therefore, feasfble for
ﬁrmg. '

This week County Administrator, Pat Bean was fired
“WITH CAUSE”. In the case of Renee Lee, no concrete ev-
idence of wrong-doing had been found against her. So,
she and her case simply stirred in the pot , . . until this
past Wednesday, when a motion was made and seconded
to set Lee free to restore her in full to her present posi-
tion. The motion carried. The people of Hlllsborough
breathed a sigh of relief!

Once again, we thank our Counnty (‘nmmmqmnerq Rose
Ferlita, Kevm White, Ken Hagan, Jim Norman and Al
Higginbotham for realizing Hillsborough County is still
a place where at least one person is innocent untii found
guilty. Otherwise, who in his or her right mind would
ever consider working here!
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"lspamcs iead the Bay areas burst m

: ._he mmonty popula‘aon
| i the Tampa Bay area.
. grew: tremendously in.
~the past decade, with .
% Hispanics leading the
way, accordmg to recently re-
leased census estimates. .
.- The figures, pegged to Iuly i,
-2009 are the last before the 2010
" census results roll out in the.
.- spring. The numbers show the
|- counties of west-central’ Florida .

WL

“‘became more diverse as ‘they
' "_';grew over the course of the last

decade. In many cases, tninority
- groups grew several times. faster
' '.than the general populatmn

: Hlstonca]ly, the Tampa Bay
:.region has. had:the lowest pro-
- portion of minorities of any re-

. 'gion- in ‘the state. That ‘hasn’t

- changed, but Hispanics and oth-
“ 'er minority groups have become
g alarger share of the population. .
Miami-Dade is the only Flori-
da county: where Hispanics -

make up 2 majority of the pop-
. ulation — 62 percent, That pro-
- ‘portion has stayed fmﬂy stable
smce the 2000 census..
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Review board: it's
unconstitutional.

By CHRISTIAN M. WADE
cwade@tampatrib.com

TAMPA » Two years
ago, Hillsborough
County voters ap-
proved a-réferendum
bestowing fai-reach-
ing veto powers to an
elected county may-
or, if that position is
ever created,

But. members’ of
Hillsborough

board, ‘which is ap-
pointéd'by the coun-
ty conimission, argue
that what voters ap-
proved was unconsti-
tutional. They want
to put another refer-
endum on the ballot
in the Nov. 2 election
repealing - the provi-
sion. ..

Before they do that,
however, the board
needs to hear from
the voters. -

So they've sched-
uled public hearings
on June 29 and July 13
to discuss the pl:o-

Coun--
ty's charter review

posed referendum,
which would require
atleast 10 votes to put
it on the ballot.

The charter
board’s review was

prompted by a legal

opinion- by County
Attorney Renee Lee,
who s#id the wveto
provision violates the
state constitution be-
cause only the county
conmission. can pass

annual budgets and

set countvmde prop

'erty tax rates.

In 2008, Hillsbor-
ou'gh voters approved
the veto amendment
by'53 pereent. A com-
panion propgsal cre-
ating the position was
knocked off the ballot

after a lengthy court

challenge

Tampa lawyer
Mary Ann Stiles,
chairwoman of the
Elected County May-
o1 Political: Commit-
tee Inc , says the veto
powers provision is
constitutional and
has called the charter
board’s review a thin-
iy veiled atteinpt to

~ed county adminis-

county mayor.

derail the county
mayor initiative.
Stiles’ group is
busy gathering the
40,000 signatures re-
guited to get the
county mayor ques-
tlon on the ballot in
the Nov. 2 election.
The 1eferendum
would. ask voters
whether they want to
replace the appoint-

trator witly an elected

At the pubhc heat-
ings, the review board
will also discuss a
proposal from  Hills:
borough Coumty. Cir-
cuit Clerk Pat:Frank
to eliminate theoffice
of internal auditor,
which voters created
in the 2002 elections
to bring efﬁmency
and cost savings to |
county departments.

Both hearings be-
gin at 6 p.m. at the
Fred B. Kail County
Center in Tampa.

Reporter Christian M.
Wade can be reached at
(813) 259-7679
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Charter Review Board

Public Hearings

hat’s your opinion about Hillsborough County

having a county mayoral system? How do you
feel about the number of County Commissioners being
expanded from seven to nine? Do you agree with La
Gaceta publisher Patrick Manteiga that Latin Hispan-
ics have never been represented on County Commis-
sion? What are your opinions about the direction our
county should take and what its eharter should look
like, for years to come? If you do, have an opinion, the
Hillsborough County Charter Review Board is having
Public Hearings.

Scheduied for Tuesday, 6 o’clock, on June 29" and
Tuesday, 6 o’clock, July 13", at the Board of County
Commission Board Room, members of the current
Hillsborough County Charter Review Board will be on
hand to listen and discuss public opinions about the fu-
ture of this county’s charter.

What with recent issues involving the former County
Administrator, current County Attorney, former Inter-
nal Auditor and even members of the commission
themselves, the two public hearings promise to be
lively if not informative.

We sincerely suggest residents who have anything
to say about the future of their political and economic
system in Hillshorough County should mark their cal-
endars for two days that will no doubt, make history.

// ,
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A Lesson In Rational Redistricting

Tampa City Council districts are re-
drawn by the City-County Planning
Comumission.

The process is so transparent and fair
that very few people are left dissatisfied.

Under a special state law, the ap-
pointed planning commissioners, not
the elected city council members, re-
adjust the boundaries of the four dis-
tricts to compensate for population
changes.

Technically, the job isn’t that difficult.
Jim Hosler of the planning staff explains
the goalis to diaw compact districts of
nearly the same population and to make
sure one district is mostly black, the only
minority here that has established past
disctimination.

D on’t expect firewotks tonight when

Making a perfect map is impossible.
After meeting with affected neighbor-
hoods, the staff came up with three al-
ternatives, all of which are well balanced
and preserve one district with a black
majority.

The planning commission is almost
certain to choose one of thesereason-
able maps.

When the Hillsborough County Com-
mission redrew its own districts last
year, the process was charged with parti-
san politics and resulted in ill will. It in-
cluded one elongated, gerrymandered
and manifestly preposterous district.

City council’s process is better. The
job is by nature political and controver-
sial, but it need not be partisan. Certain-
lyit need not be bizarre.
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