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Vote to boost focal economy

hile the referendum
on.madernizing Hills-
borough's trans-

portauon system has drawm
the most attention, there will
be other local initiatives on the
Nov. 2 ballot.

Of particular importance is
a measure that would allow
the Hillshorough County Com-
mission to grant property tax
breaks for up to 10 years to
businesses that relocate here
ar existing businesses that-
expand. Plant City is offering
jits residents the same propos-
al Both deserve support.

The initiative would give
local offisials an: effective tool
that 25 other Florida counties
already possess. Until it also
has the power to give property
tax incentives, Hillsborough
will be at 2 competiive disad-
VANtage,
The county copumission
voted unanimously to place
the measure on the ballot.
Cormnitnissioner Ken Hagan,
who proposed the idea, says it
could make the difference in
whether executives decide to
invest in Hillsborough. The
incentive could help the coun-
ty lure retailers - including a
Bass Pro Shop, which is con-
sidering a Hillsborough loca-
tion - manufacturers and oth-
er enterprises that will create

jobs.

This woukl not be a reckless
giveaway. The break would be
given on a case-by-case basis
after public hearings and a
thoreugh review of the busi-
ness plans The retum would
come in more local econamic
activity and jobs.

A praject could be exempted
from county government — or
Plant City — property taxes for
the entire 10 years. But elected
officizls could decide not-to
give the maximum benefit or
firnit the number of years of.
the exemption. One consider-
ation should be how the in-
centive will affect competing
companies that were oot given
the break.

The measures would not
affect millage collected by the
schod] board, water district or
other taxing authorities.

Elected officials would have
the ability to enstre the break
went only to compariies that
waould commit to staying here
and {hat would provide decent

paying jobs.

On both the Hﬂlsbnmugh
and Plant City "Economic
Development Property Tex
Fxemptions for New Business
and Expansions of Existing
Businesses,” The Tampa Tri-
bune recommends a yes voie

County auditar

The county auditor position
has been a wasteful distraction
since it was put into the char-
ter by referendum in 2002.

The office, equal in rank to
the ccumy-admiu.istrator has

OUR OPINION

created more friction than
efficiency, with the auditor
frequenﬂy feuding with the
administrator and others.

Independent audits of coun-
ty operations are essential, but
they could be easily handled
by the clerk of the clrevit
court's office.

After commissioners fired
the embatted anditor earlier
this year, there was talk of
asking voters to eliminate the
positon altogether.

But neither the county com-
mission-nor the Charter Re-
view Commission voted to put
such a proposal before voters.

Instead, the commission
supparted a mild measure that
wouid beef up qualifications
for the position and require
the comsmission to give anmsal
direction to the auditor, based
on the recommenidation of an
audit commitree. It alse would
proh1b1t the auditor from be-
ing involved in political activ-

ity.

“We-would rather see the
pbsmcﬁ elirhifiated, but these
are improvemenis. On "A
Proposal to Amend the Hills-
boraugh County Charter Pre-
visions Pertaining to the In-
ternal Performance Auditor '
the Tribune suggests a yas
vote

Veio power

An odd initiative from the
Charter Reyiew Commission
asks county voters to eliminate
the veto powers of an elected
county mayor a position that
doasn't exist.

This is a reaction to the
ongoing effort to have Hills-
borough adopt a county may-
or form of governmnent.

In 20082 citizen initiative to
create the position: was knock-
ed off the ballot after a Jengthy
court challenge, But votets
ehdorsed the companion mea-
sure that granted the county
mayor vete powers, ‘which
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Staff ife photo hy INDIRA LeVINE
remained on the ballot.

Most commissioners oppose
the mayor idea, and their ap-
pointees onrthe Charter Re-
view Commission want voters
to jettison the language which
they call confusing,

But-the measure is causing
no problems. The real goal
here i to handicap county
mayor supporters, who woild
not enly have to get enough
signatures to put the county
mayor plan before voters, but
alsa enough to get the veto
measure back on the ballot

THe county mayor cam-
paign is very much alive. Local
attorney Mary Ann Stiles, the
driving force behind the effort,
hopes to have it on the ballot
‘in two years.

There is no reason o te-
move the veto language now

O the initiative that

‘Amends the Charter to Elim-
inate the Veta Powers Provi-
sion of a1 Blectert County
Vlayvr,“ the Tribune urges a
ne wte

Public hearing

The Charter Review Com-
nission offers an menrtam
publie safeguard by proposing
that there be an additonal
public hearing if the county

* coramission adopts significant

changes in district boundaries

In 2001 the commission
adopted new boundaries for
the coramission's four single-
member districts that were far
different than what had been
advertised and presented to
the public:

This requirement would
ensure citizens have a chance
to-réview and comment on
any sq&c.h .changes. -

A Pro] osal to Alnend ¢
sthe Reappo icnment Provi-
sion to Require an Additional
Puhlic Meeting,” The Tampa
Tribune recommends a yas
vote
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