Panel trims proposal

for new commission

Members of the
Hillsborough County
Charter Task Force
e abiap
agreed that g county
Commission with nine
members would be
too large a body.

By TOM INGLis 1R 2 6 gy

Tribune Stars Writer

The Hillsborough County Charter

Task Force agreed Friday to whittle
the Proposed new county "commis-
stan from nine members to seven in
4 unanimous vote.

In a meeting 1ast week, the joint

committee of legislators ang county
temmissioners voted to set the num-

ber pf commissioners under the -

charter at nine, but there was unani-

Mous agreement Friday that this is

too large a body for efficient work.
However, the {ask force agreed

to have five of the Commissioners

run from and he elected by single-

member districts, and two members.

™in from the county at large.

Rep. Car Carpenter, Rep, James
Hargrett, and County Commissioner
E.L. Bing urged that all seven com-
missioners be elected from single-
member districts, while Commis-
sioner Jan Platt battled for election
of all Comimissioners op 4 county-
wide basis, i .

Piait has argued throughout the
sessions that the return to single-
member districts wij] mean a return
to the corruption of ward politics.

But Carpenter Counfered by say- . -

ing the Scandals of the 1950g were
not of sing]e-member'districts,- but
involved posts filled by countywide
elections, and that the current inves-

tigation of the county commissioners
involves people elected on a county- .

wide basis, .

Platt said she wag willing to com-
promise on the issue, but warned the
charter drafters thay the change to
single-member districts wij uiti-
mztely weaken the power of the
county administrator. o

The problems of the county in

the next 10 years, Platt said, involve -

finding sites for sich government
pProjects as landfiils, wells, resource
Fecovery plants and prisons, -

“In a rapidly Erowing county no
one i3 going to want some of these

eTin Subwiral By ferold LoWie

Jan Platt

thipgs in his distriet,” she said as she
warnéd that the single-mémb-ercom-
missioners wil] e more -provincial
in their views than countywide-

‘elected comnissioners,

Commissioner Matt Jetton noted
that the establishment of the five
single-member districts angd theutwa
at-large districts Creates a situatjon
Where it is possible three commis.
sioners may be elected from one dis-
tricts, - : B

" No decision was made on this

problem.
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single-membér districts, while Com-

missioners Jap Platt, Matt - Jetton

and Rodney Colson favored at-large

distriets or at-least some combina-

tion. of at-large and single-member
digtricts, -

Paulk said the people of his

" south county district “would like to

elect someone who. comes {rom that -

area.”
If all the commissioners came

from single-meriber districts, he -

sald, the districts would be smaller,
the commissioner would have a
more direct interest in his constitu-

ents, and the elections would be sim- .

pler.

Although Bing seid he would sup-
port whatever disiricling plan the
commissicn adopted, he agreed with
Paulk that the plan to mix the single-
member znd at-large districts in-
creases the number of peoole in the
commission districts.

“If also makes it much more dif-
ficult for a persen of meager means
to run and win an election,” Bing
said,

Jetten warned that if all single-
member districts were established,
voters would not be able te cast bal-
lots for a majority of the commis-
sioners. Under the mix plan, voters
in every section of the county will
have the ability to vole for & ma-
jority of the seven county commis-
signers - the three at-large com-
missioners and the single-member
comimissioner who represents their
district.

And Platt asserted that the major
future problems of the commission
will deal with issues of siting — sif-
ing prisons, landfills and resource
recovery planis. If the County Com-
mission is dominated by the pravin-
cial view of single-member district
commissioners, she said, these prob-
iems cannot be handled in the best
interests of the countywide public.

No lines for the single-member
districts will be drawn by the com-
mission until it is determined if the
voters will approve or reject the
charter.

The charter would also cut the
salaries of commissioners from the
current $33,000 to $25,000, provide a
methad to have commissioners re-
moved by recalt petitions and ouster
elections, and provide machinery by
which citizens could amend the
charter through petfitions and spe-
cial elections.

The three previous charters that
were overwhelmingly rejected by
voters all contained provisions for
consolidation of city and county gov-
ernments. Although some passed by
a modest margin in the city of
Tampa, volers of the unincorperat
county cast an avalanche of *
votes.

" their arrest oo extertion. charges;
added to the guilty plea by one of san

out that the recent suspensions of
three county cemmissioners after

the accused men and the convictions
of the other two, has created a cli-

mate favorable to a change in the ,Z?C .

structure of local government.

In addition, they =say, what -was ...
once & rural county has become an >1v

_increasingly urban county over the aai
past 20 years. Property that was ..o
gnce farms and groves has:been na
transformed into a sprawling unin- ..ig
corporated suburbla -and the new - rno

residents will be more interested in

a- streamiined: government than i~

~ were the farmers of yesterday.-© arn

E.L. Bing

Jan Blatt

" By TOM INGLIS

-'__4th home rule charter

will go before voters

A pr_incipal,_feature of
the charter is the
enlargement of the -

commission from five ..

members to séVen.

SUL 3 g ?‘1.,
Tribune Stafl Writer

A home rule charter, the fourth

in 16 years, will go before the voters

of Hillsh. on Sept. 20 in
a special electiop.
The chart which dodges the

tharny issie of consolidation of ¢ity
and county governments, was passed
as an ordinance by the County Com-
mission Thursday. Before it be-
comes effective it must e approved
by county voters in a referendum.

The home rule aspect of fhe
charter is a- feature that has beea
sought by local governmert to end

o) G‘QA‘J’&W\/\: ‘\_&

o the pract;ce of local ofncxals going
" to Taliahassee t¢ have relatively
- mipor changes in local government

voted on by legislators,
. The charter will continue . the

ey S

current appointive county adminis- .

trator form of government, It con-

tains Tanguage taat is intended to -

strengthen the ability of the adminis-

trator to conirol the . day-to-day
gperation of county government
withont meddling by the commis-
SIONErs. -

Principal feature of the charter
is the enlargement of the cominis-

sion from the current five members -

to seven commissiorers, Four would
be elected from single-membey dis-
tricts, and the other three would be
elected at large by a countywxde
vote, *

It was {his aspect of the charter
that stirred renewed debate in the
Tharsday - meeting, Commissioners
E.L. Bing and John Paulk favor alt

See CHARTER, Page 6A
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Attorneys’ predictions differ on

* Related story — 9

By TOM 1NGLIS

Tribuue Staff Writer  €a, 21, ¢

An altorney warned Wednesday
that the entire hame rule charter,
passed by the voters iast fal, may
come apart unless the Department
of Justice permits the regular fall
elections.

But another altorney addresging
the same prablem before the County
Commisston said be doubts the Jus-
tice Department's delay of the efec-
lions will make the charter ineffec-
tive.

The lawyers were speaking of
the fustice Department's recenl re-
quest for massive amounls of infor

malion on the charter and the coun-
ty's new districting system for elect-
ing county commissinners.
Washington officials said they
would examine lhe new materiab
during the next 80 days and let the
Counly know if elections can be
heid. But Robin Krivanek, Hillsbor-
ough supervisor pf elections, has
voiced concern that since the quali-
fication period for cemmission can-
didates is buetween July 16 and 20,
the review by Justice will knock oul
the regular schedule of elections for
this year,
paid counsel for the commission
during drisfting of the charter last
year, said in bis opinion the county
is “confranted with 4 dire possibil-

The effect of the Justj

Hillsborough County's ne

charter and the

possible delay of local elections was discussed
before the County Commission.

ily" that the regular schedule of
eleclions cannot be followed.

And Lawson added that the chief
features of the chartar form of gov-
eriment thal was adopted by voters
are:

« The "mix" of the four single-
member district commissioners ang
the three at-large commissioners
that will replace the current five at-
large commissioners.

‘AL

* The strong division between
the legislative braoch and the ad-
ministrative branch that is written
into the document.

After hearing Lawson, Commis-
sion Chalrman Redney Colson asked
him, “You mean the charter and
everything is ot ?"

“Yes sir" Lawson replied.

Bui Assistant County Attorney
Joe Mount said in his view the prin-

epartment review of

cipal reasen for charter adeption
was the issue of home rule — having
iocel decisions made in Tampa
rather than Tallabassee,

Mount said he doubts that the
delay caused by Justice will make
the charter ineffective. However, he
added, the county may have to
apply to the courts for a declaratory
decree that would make the election
possible. :

" But Lawson and Mount agreed
that ali five members of the current
commission should sizn a lettey to
be sent {o Senators Paula Hawkins
and Lawton Chiles, and U.S. Reps,
Sam Gibbens and Michael Bilirakis
asking (hat they urge the Justice De.
partment to expedite review of the

fate of charter

fnew charter and election plans,
The atorneys also agreed that
Krivanek can do nothing to prepare
" for the election, not even qualify
candidates for the commission race,
until the election is cleared through
Justice. There are approximately 30
+ potential candidates who have taken
qualifications papers out of the su-
pervisor of election’s office and are
preparing to flle, .
" Under the Federal Voting Rights
Act ol 1885, Hillsborough County
cannot adopt & new election system
without prectearance hy the Justice
Depariment, The preclearance is
necessary  pecatise Hillshorough
County falls in the classification of a
high percentage of Hispanic voters,
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Representative, NAACP foicervoice .

approval of proposed¢

While one Hillsborough -

representative was supportive,
another said it was improper to
take a position on the issue.

By TOM INGLIS JuL

_ B oz
Tribune Staff Writer :

 Three different views of the proposed charter for
Hillsborough County were aired by two legislators and an

NAACP official before the Hillshorough Political Caucus
' Friday.

The charter was endorsed by Rep. Helen Gordon

Davis; endorsed with reservations by Al Davis, first vice -

president of the Tampa NAACP; whilé Rep. Mary Figg
told the group she felf it would be Yimproper* for a state
legislator to take a posifion on what is entirely a local
issue. '

The caucus is a newly formed citizea's group hoping
to “restore faith in local government,” led by president
Pam Iorio. : )

Al Davis, a member of the Citizens Charter Study

“the Hillsborough County Aviatio

Committee that drafted a’ charter proposal in 1976, said
he felt the chartér is a good decument and one hecould

support as a citizen. However, he add_ed,_a__s a member of -
a minority group he has reservations 4s to. whether the

i)

charter will ‘open the" political” process to ‘minorities.’

Davis has consistently urged that all county commissio'n_-r o

ers’be elected from single-mriember districts.

%%ﬁh;z charter

B

The charter now under considerafion is a compro- - -

mise between single-member districts-and at-large dis =

tricts. The chartér would expand the five-member.com-

P

mission to.seven members — four. from single-me,r’ijer N

districts and threg ‘elected: at large..

Rep. Davis told the group shé takes iss'ué with the =

fact that the charter leaves the egnstitutional officers of

“the county untouched, and alsa makes no change in such . .

independent agencies as the Tampa Port Authority and

n - Authority.
" Charters in other counties of the state, she said, have

brought the constitutional officers - sherift, clerk of cir-¥%

clit court, supervisor of eléctions, tax collector and prop-

erty appraiser — under the charter in'such a way as to’

provide for appointment of these- officials.

ment she can support,”

However, she said"slge fefals fh_e charteris a docus

P g r-—’lw‘f!-!'; RICSE R
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Hillsboroughithit

€r runs

————

into opposition at hearing

By TOM INGLIS ) /
Tribune Staff Writer 7 2:7 ?3

Strong support for a charter with
'exciusiveiy single-member districts
was voiced by a number of Hillshor-
ough County citizens who appeared
at & public hearing on a proposed
charter before the County Commis-
sion Tuesday night.

Arthur Merish of Apollo Beach
told the commission he has apposed
every county charter since 19g7.
Critical of what he termed the Ywa-
tered down single-member district
plan,” Merish said, “You shouldn't
even have wasted the paper to print
it on.”

Merish pledged to work against
the charter and told the commission,
“the voters are going to throw it
out.”

And a delegation of predomi-
nantly black spokesmen, headed by
Bob Gilder, president of the Tampa
NAACP, expressed concern that the
black community will be inade-
quately represented by the proposed
charter government.

Ir its current form, the charter
would expand the commission from
a five-man board toa seven-member
board. Four of the commissioners
would be elected from single-mem-
ber districts. The remaining three
would run countywide and be
elected to serve al-targe.

Harold Reddish, another black
spokesman, said the charter runs
against the ene-man, one-vote direc.
tion being set by court orders. The
at-farge districts, and the accompa-
nying targer single-member districts
will make it more difficult for mi-
nority groups to be elecied to the
commission, he said.

Rick Pyfrom, Fred Moore, and
Cliff Paramoure also urged the com-
mission 10 reconsider its plans for at-
large commission distriets and make
all seven of the proposed commis-
sion seats elected from single-mem-

Jan Platt Y

ber districts, .

The charter appeared in dangej
of losing its chief proponent, Com-
mission Chairman Jan Platt, at oge
point during the discussion. When at-
torney John Lawson told Plaft that
the initiative section of the charter
could possibly give rise to g move-
ment against the county selling bond
issues, Piatt cooled in her support of
the document. . .

The initiative section permitg
citizens to change the charter by cir-
culating petitions and holding initia-
tive elections. .

“If it would damage the bonding
ability of the county, I’d bow out of
the charter,” Platt said. And when
Lawson told her a citizen initiative
to bar bond issues was unlikely, Piajt
said, “I'm not prepared to take that
risk. There are enough people in this
county who don’t want Browth, well,
they could stop growth tomorrow.”

To which commissioner E.L.
Bing said, “If thaf's the wiil of the
people, then the will of thé people
should prevail.”

The commission will continue its
consideration of the charter in g
Wworkshop sessien Thursday.

N . N \Wine
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After listening to the
sometimes
argumentative

discussion between

commissioners, the
L.eague of Women
Voters president

‘rernarked that the

<

county may never
adopt a charter.

By CARL CROTHERS
Tribune Staff Writer iy 14 ©

The Hillshorough County Com-
mission Friday fe ball
passed it by logal state legislators for
reconsideratign  of a2 proposed
county charfer but gained no ground
in more than two hours of discus-
sions,

‘Though it appeared at one point
that [wo and possibly three commis-
sioners were leaning toward replay-
ing history and shelving the contro-
varsial document, all agreed to
resume talks next week after Com-
imission Chairwoman Jan Plalt, the
hoard's senior member, explained
the background of Hilisborough
County's longtime eftorts to reform
its government.

“That this is a reaction to the re-
cent past is not the case,” she said,
referring to the offen-criticized
three-man voting block of now-sus-
pended Cemmissioners Fred Ander-

imission talks
n charter, but
ets no results

son, Jerry Bowmer and Joe Kotvas.
The three were arrested in Feb-

ruary and indicted last month ‘on ex-

toriion charges involving a rezoning _

case. The governor appomted three
replacements, i
A charter for the ‘county of

700,000 residents would function like

a constitution, increasing the govein-
ment's home-rule power and more
clearly separatmg the administra-
tive branch of government from the
legislative function of the commis-
sion, Those and otker reforms offi-
cials say will address the county’s
history of internal problems.

But the sometimes argumenta-

~ tive discussion Friday between, com- .
missioners in- a workshop on: ‘the
charter moved League of Women - -
Voters President Mimi Kehoe to re- .

mark with frustration, “It sounds
more and more as if it’s impossible
for us to get gne.”

The delegation in Tallahassee
has drafted & bill to impose a char-
ter on the county but it Ricked the
measure back to the commission be-
cause of opposifion to some of iis
provisions from The Tampa Tribune

editorial board and from some com- -

missioners, legislators said.

New Commissioner E.L. Bing
noted the division on some charter
issues — most notable the ratio of
single-member districts to at-large
districts on a proposed seven-mem-
ber commission — both among the
legisiative deiegation and the com-
mission.

He said early in Friday's meet-
ing, “There are some major con-
cerns I'm not even sure we can re-
solve, at least not amicably.

"’\;\,\,\m\ N R A ANt

Jan piat't'

o1 dont even know whether we

‘even need to bother with :t, the éhar-

ter; there's no rush for it,” he said.

- Commissioner John Paulk, also
newly appoeinted to the commission,
characterized the charter;as “a hot
potato” and said — also early
meetmg ~ “Pm. ready to"set back :
and sit on it for awhile” |
And said Commissioner Rodney -
Colson, “I just wonder is this realiy
something we want to deal with?”

But Platt encouraged the com-
missioners not to drop the issue. Ac-
knowledging the effort will take
“compromise™ she said, “We basi-
cally agree on the concepis.”

And new Commissionér Matt Jet-
ton was persuasive. -“Anything we
propose Would probably be hetter
than what we havé now in a lot of
people’s minds,"” he said. "I do not
think we should postpone the char-
ter iintil next year.”

The commission will decide next
week which of two avenues to pur-
sue in reconsidering the charter:
making amendments to the existing
legislative bilt or proceeding with
the rewriling of a new charter for
the counfy to take directly to the
volers in September.

A'date for next week's workshop
was not sel.

in the -



Quéstion. Why has the Justice

Department asked for additional in- .

formation about Hillshor
d¥'s redistricting pfan and its - re-
cently adopted ¢
 Answer. Because ilisborough
Ceunty is covered by the Voting

Rights Act of 1965; any change in

local' 1aws affecting voting registra-
tion and elections must be approved
by the Justice Deparment to prevert
adoption of changes with a “dis-
criminatory intent or effect,” said
County Supervisor of Elections
Robini Krivanek. ,

_ The Justice Department has
asked for additienal information be-
cause of allegations that the county’s
redistricting plan, Which inclides a
combination of folir single-memiber

districts and three at-large districts, -
discriminates against minorities, Mi-"
nority leaders have said at-large dis-

subject of much of the request be-
calise it sets up the new single-mem-
ber district plan. -~ 7.
Q. How will the Justice Depart-
ment’s request affect’local candi-

date qualifying times and the sched.

uled fall local ‘elections in Hitishor-
ough County?

\0

er Pr Aa‘nd

Dot reached before the candidates’
- Qualitying period — July 16-20 dur-

_mary election, Sept: 4. The Secre-

- -1t is possible the Oct, 2 second”
- primary ballot:-could become, in ef- -
trict systems dilute the power of the " fect,. “the ~first primary, :and the
i Y denying _Scheduled Nov. & general. election,
: the.Seconid primary for local candi-

‘have to be scheduled.

‘A, County, officials say it may = $80,000 and $90,000.

< Wt P by

take several weeks to
information requested b ;
tice Department, which :s"all ed
60 days to review the materials once
it receives them. Supervisor of Elec-
tions Krivanek said if a ‘décision is

ing which candidates must file "offi-

cial registration papers — the pro- | : mply .re
cess,could be pushed back Bossibly = Mmain i ‘of e untl-the situation is
as far as Aug, 1 and still'allow the ~ TeSOIVEd and 4 hew election “held,
candidates to run in the first pri. Krivanek"said This “woad. o
sald, ‘because-

tary of State can designate a SDEf
qualifying period, she said. .

challengéd by 5
blacks and ruled hy. :
norities by-a fede urt. County’
officlals appealdd the:court decisipn
forcing them. lo create single-mem.-.

- berdistricts.” Thé folléwing  year,

tes. In the everit this occurred; a

€ drganized at a later date, Kriva, . gy

But - the 'delaY"in t}_h.e:' JUStIEe
epartment's decision ges bevond . -
l_ie_-s_ﬁ[j)edult?d primnary and general

lections, three new elections woulld .
Q. How much will it cost? -

. : ...the. case fg thé court of :
A. Each election cost between March,: Arguments are-still pending - |

.. in’the’ coutt of ‘apps
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By GARY SHEPHERD .

.. Although the extensive Justice Department probe in-

‘to-Hillsborough’s new plan for electing county commi-

sioners has local officials worried, Elections Supervisor

Robin Krivanek said the review affects candidates more

' than anyone else,

. ““The impact on me is less than on candidates,” she
said. More than 30 people intend to qualify for one of five
comumission seats that, possibly, will be voted upon in
the fall.

‘Under the new Hillshorough Coun lan,
four commissioners would repregent districts within the
county, while one commissioner would be elected as a
countywide ‘‘at-large” representative.

Comunissioners Jan Platt and Rodney Colson will he
**grandfathered” into two other at-large seats under the
plan.

Seven candidates currently plan fo run for the
District 4 seat, which will represent most of the eastern
half of the county, including Plant City, Branden and the
East Bay area.

If, that is, the commission elections take place as
scheduled. Other fall elections and votes are not hit by
the Justice Department probe, Ms Krivanek
emphasized.

“People have quit jobs to run for office, taken leaves
of absence. They've put large chunks of time into it.
Some have a lot of money at stake,”” said Ms. Krivanek
of the uncertainty surrounding the election.

“I don't know if I can receive gualifying papers,'’ she
said of the July 16-20 candidate qualifving period.

Hillsborough County voters last September aprroved
by a 3-to-1 margin the new charter, which calls for three
at-large commissioners and four district
commissioners.

The charter also included boundaries for the four
new districts. .

Because this county is one of several Florida counties
that falls under a 1975 amendment te the federal Voting
Rights Act regarding language minorities, any change
in county voting procedure must be reviewed by the

Justice Department,

“We haven't had a big problem until this point,” said

Ms, Krivanek of notifying the Justice Department of all

voting changes, such as polling address changes and
other relatively minor changes. ,

No problem was expected with the charter changes,

either. .
. The Justice Department, which needs 60 days to res-
pond, was seni information.about the charter in
January. In mid-March, the feds requested more
information.

“The Justice Department felt there were two
seperate submissions needed,” said Ms. Krivanek, one
on the charter and a second on the specific boundaries of
the new districts. :

Hillsborough County lawyers sent the additional in-
formation. County attorney Sara Fotopulos met with
Justice Department officials to “discuss specifics,” said
Ms. Krivanek.

In April, the Justice Department had all the informa-
{ion they had requested, according to Ms. Krivanek.

But someone, or perhaps more than one person, com-
plained to the Justice Department about the new
charter. A Justice Department spokesperson refused to
say who had complained or how many complaints were
Teceived.

It was locally reported that a member of the
Hiilsborough NAACP sent a letter to the Justice Depart-
ment stating the charter and the districting plan were
discriminatory in nature.

{When a reporter called the Tampa NAACP office, a
recording said that the number had been disconected.
Operators had no new telephone number for the local
NAACP.)

According to Ms. Kravanek, the Justice Department
received a lefter *nobody’s seen but the Justice
Department.”

But she szid she understood ‘“‘the point of the letter
was to say several other districting plans had been sub-
mitted” for consideratien under the charter.

“The letter questioned whether or not there might
have been discriminatory purposes™ behind voting
changes adopted in the fimal version of the charter, ac-
cording to Ms. Krivanek’s understanding.

The Justice Department, in a June b letter to county
attorney Sara Fotopulos, requested more information -~
much more information, including:

Wednesday, July 11, 1984/CARROLLWOOD NEWS

robe puts doubt in commission election

«Records of 1979 charter study committee meetings;
«Minutes of numerous 1979, 1982 and 1983 Board of Coun-
ty Commissioner meetings concerning the charter:

[ <A detailed explanation of why the 4-3 commission Emz\.,

had been adopted instead .of the 5-2 plan recommended
by the charter study committee or the 7-2 plan recom-

Em:mma by the Hillshorough Legislative Delegation; L

*Records of public hearings on the charter;
.?moﬁsmaos on the selection of the three commis-
sioners appointed by Governor Bob Graham.

S0, now we're waiting to hear from the Justice
Department,” said Ms. Krivanek.

She asked the Justice Department specifically about
the problems faced in qualifying candidates by the July
20 deadline.

She said she'd received an “‘unofficial” response to
go ahead with qualifying.

The elections office “has to go ahead” with plans,
said Ms. Krivanek,

Meanwhile, in Washington the Justice Department
would give no indication of when the probe would be
completed.

“It's still In review,” said Justice Department
spokeswoman Amy Brown.

“We'll try to get it through as quick as we can,” she
said, noting that Hillsborough County had urged the feds
to expedite the matter.

Spokeswomen Brown said the Hillsborough County
file is 10 inches thick. She also said that the Justice
Department receives hundreds of voting rights com-
plaints per year.

She said she “‘can neither confirm nor deny'" any in-
formation about who complained in Hillsborough Coun-
ty or the nature of their complaint(s}.

She said that an equal opportunity specialist will do
the fact finding, an attorney will review the case and
“ultimately, more attorneys will work on the case.”

" She had no idea of the cost of the probe to the Justice
Department. .

“It's impossible {o calculate,” she said,
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County Mavor
Issue Rddressed

> cross between Barnaby Jones and Johnnie

Cochran, local attorney Warren Hope Dawson
addressed members of the Hillshorough County Char-
ter Review Board last Monday on the subject of a
county mayor.

The County’s four single-member district and three
at-large commissioner system “is under attack,” he
said.

In fact, Dawson declared, the present situation
“borders on a coupe d’etat, from a small group of peo-
ple who have decided to take their chance to get rid of
the County’s commissioner system, if they can.” Yet,
Dawson cautioned, “Now may not be the time to “tam-
per with a system, which cannot defend itself,” ending
his comments with a parable, “I would hate to be in a
county with only one judge,”

Board members listened intently to Attorney Daw-
son as he painted a picture that was clear and stark. At
the center of the portrait was the figure of a county
strong-man (or strong-woman) calling all the shots
that once were decided by seven.
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