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"Candace Hundley" <Htmdleyc@hillsbomughcounty‘.org :

Gerald L. White A / VA
Wednesday - November 30, 2005 ‘,,éé 28y Sy o/
1999 County Mayor Proposal / ‘g W / /

Per your request, I am attaching for your information selected newsclips from our 1999 file.. you
may want to put them in order from oldest to newest to read--I'm not sure they scanned that way.
There should also be 5 pages.

1 am also attaching the first two pages of the local staff summary which indicates who signed off

on the bill to file it at the local level and, on the second page, the outcome of the deliberations on
the matter.

1 did not find any letter or letters from the BOCC in the file, but I believe the news articles shouid
be helpful to you regarding the matter,

Please let me know when we may be of any further assistance to you,

Candace Hundley, Director
Hillsborough Legislative Delegation




STAFF SUMMARY
LOCAL LEGISLATION - 2000 SESSION

LOCAL BILL NO.: 02A (Draft 21-336A)

BILL RELATING TO: Countywide Mayor

LOCAL FINAL STATUS: Local Bill 2B was before the Delegation on 1/ 14/00; it differed
from LB 2A in that it corrected language relating the date the Mayor would take office
which had been inadvertently omitted from LB 2A. LB2B was ultimately withdrawn from
further consideration by its sponsors on 1/14/00.

During the discourse on the proposal, several amendments were described although they
were not formally acted upon; they are included at this juncture for historical accuracy
relating to the langnage being put forth for discussion in the locai community.

Amendment 2B-1 was a “strike everything” amendment which would have differed from
Bill 2B in that it included term limits; restored langnage relating to assistant county
administrators; provided veto limits on zoring ordinances; and included professional
qualifications for the county administrater.

Amendment 1 to Amendment 2B-1 provided for 5 single-member districts and 2 at-large
commission districts, that there be no less than 7 commission districts, and that 70 percent
of the commission membership must derive from single-member districts.

Substitute Amendment 1 o Amendment 1 to Amendment 2B-1 provided for 7 single-
member districts and all districts would remain single-member if the number of districts
were increased above 7.

Amendment 2 to Amendment 2B-1 reduced the salary of the Mayer to 150% of that of a
Hilisborough County commissioner.




Amendment 3 to Amendment B-1 would have provided minimem funding levels for
certain local entities.

Updated by: Candace Hundley. 1/19/00.
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Drof fiilisborough mayor bil

~ Thebill to create a countywide mayor is
the worst proposal Hillshorough's legisiative
delegation has sponsored in years, The power
befits a monarch, riot a mayor, and creating
the job by fiat fror Tallahassee mhngehseicxlpm
the right to self-government as establishi d by
Hilisborough’s home-rile chiarter. Cityand .
dd:;ﬁfoﬁcﬁ:‘als should oppose the bm._j}.;%% |
meddling by legislators is unnecessary and
harmiul tol}ie interests of average cifizens.

: The ideaof créating an elected mayor is
worth a debate, Given Hillsborough’s size, di-
verse population and growth a8 a hub for cor-
porate relocation arid international trade, the

mﬂnlﬁhmldhe?feﬂsmedby'a:cmefm .
tivew

could focus the county and seyve asa
counterbalance to the power 0? seven partisan
commissioniers, o
Bt this bill does more. It gives the mayor
Veto power over nearly eveéry decisionby ~
county governmient. The mayor could veto the
budget, kill a tax or throw public contracts to
campaign contributors, The mayor also would
have veto authority over every county iaw and
“any legislative, quasijudicial, zoning, com-
pregensl nsive-plan or land-use decision of the
SO e, cold sl sty
' € mayor, then, could single- :
shape growth patterie, environmental laws
and social services throughout the county
without muchi input or oversight from the:
¢lected commission. The potentia for abuse is
great. The mayor’s office woiild hecome one-
stop shopping for developers and corporste

> Interests looking for a way to skirt regulations

- Charter Review Board

The mayor's office would become
and corporate inteyests looking |
for a way to skirt regulations and

 Florida's opengovernment laws,

= andFlonda’s open-government laws.

. . The bill also would hurt Tamipa, Flant City
and Temg‘l: Tetrace by deciniating the work
of a number of agencies that écordinate
growth and public servicesfor bothcityand . |
county governments. The mayor could upend |
Dublc iraneporaiosand abeenn ey
bu : 4000 and access jaithy -

care and leave the cities unablé to serve their
owncitizens. - S '
. The prime sponsors of the legislation,
state Sens, John Grant and Jim Hargrett of
Tampa, clain their intervention is néeded o
prompt the county mayoral debate. Nonsense.
The county charter provides several w:gs for
voters to approve a county mayor, and the

ard, which meets this

lsggxg,iswidely to consider the
idea. In the 1990s, the board agreed to put
such a measure on the ballot. It was killed, at
the last minute, by ajudge, The county has
proved it doesn't need Tallahassee to dictate
the terms of this local issué. The delégation
should drop the bill and turn its aftention to
more constructive ideas.




saybnamayorasHiﬂsbormmhs
_pohhcalleaderandadmirﬁsh'ator

ministrator s:tting to the leﬁ of commission-
ers, next to the recording secretary. He an-
swers questions ‘when asked, and takes

Ife‘;‘laanoul ngvevoversﬂze _

e§f

on from the sevenmember ‘commis

sion. -
But by Friday, state. legislmrs could ap-
proveapmpoﬁtoupendaliofﬁ:at

It would move the county administtator’s -
seat - figuratively speaking -~ to the center

of power on the commission. The proposal,

_being pushed by three state senators, would

create & mayor of Hillsherou ountymbe

top administrator and politic:

. The mayor would beelecbed by the public
wmnmegovenunent,conu-o!ﬂ:ehmng

of county departsient heads, overseea

ion budget, and have the power to.veto

: aﬂordinmces.mchzdmgmnmgdedsmns and

changes to themunty’s mmmhenm fand

Hmmmvcnea
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) m ’Ihenmyuralsowouldhavea
4

item veto. over the county’s
$2-billion budget,

The commission, which now
appoints an administrater to per-
form someé of those functions,
could gverride the mayor’s veto by
a two-thirds vote, But it would lose
much of the power it now has.

“The ides, which could go to
voters for approval this November,
raises quesuonsaboutﬂ':ebalance
one onough P Tt
one engugh power ol
that person too powerful? -

The current form of vem-
ment deliberately spreads the
er among the seven members
the board. Voters cast a ballot for
three countywide seats on the
commission, and for the district
seatmatrep:esentsthearavvhere

It's intended toreflect me coun-
ty’s diverse nei s, and to
create a commission that"s ac-
ccuntable to the voters.

The current county adininistra.
tor must have a master’s degree in
public n or a relsed

three years in government. Com-
misgiopers are free to chocse an
adnmnstratnrbasedonquahﬁm-

gons and experience — not poli-
s,

'Iheum'entinnnofg’om*

ment was adopted by voters in
1983 after a bribery scandal result-
ed in cnmmal xﬁarges against
commissioners. With Tam-

pa’s reputation forﬂlcoml:zpug]n and
cronyism, many thoug ¢ re-
fonnwaaneeded.

Butgroups have been

for change since the 1983vote.

For one, the separation of pow
ers written into the 1983 chamr
haven't worked as planned. Com-
missioners were
adnﬂnistmtwe deci auch as
hirlng and

the admlmstrator But they
haven't, said farmer Commission-

er Pick Talley, who favors the
county mayor system aow being

He remembers meetings in the
1980s that lasted uatil 2 am. as the
tommission micromanaged ad
ministrative , Even
they weren't supposed to.

Pinellas County has a similar

form of government as Hillsbor-

ough, -and it generally works as

years.

In Hlllsborough, which has
gone a m of top

over the years, the

form of government seems to have
created a power vacuum, aid left
the county without a united politi-
cal voice.”

Someuma. several senators
. he such
way 0n an issue, as new taxes
for transportation, only to'have In-
dividual -commissioners' lobby
state legislators’ hehind the scenes
for the opposite resalt .

“It would be funny ifit wasn't so
serious,” said state Sen. John
Grant, RCarroliwood.

'&MM wuusl? inake

field, and have worked for at least - the county mayor independent and

powfnl It the Legislature passes

the proposal, it would still be up to
the voters to decide the issue. .

“ think every year our commu-
nity grows, it becomes more com-
plex,andthemmcomp!ex:tbe-
comes, it becomes critical we have
one leader who makes decisions,”
sald state Sen, Tom Lee, R-Bran-

But its the. ooncenh‘aﬂon of
powu'inonepmnshandsﬁmt
fxightena people

some’
“I see huge, huge danger
signs,” Denige president of
the Lutz Civic Association, told
commissioners last week. She was
particularly concerned shout the
maynr’s power to veto ordinances.
“That’s an _extraordinary
amount of power for one person to
have”shesaid =
Jamil Jreisat, a professor of
administration and political

public
science at the University oi South
Florida, said lettiag a mayor run

votes one-

couuty government would erode
the reforma made by proﬁemonal

A county f or could replace
for pohtical reagsons, and might

award friends lucrative contracts.
The mayor  could pame anyone,

m “““’“’%“fe%“

'!hdrmouvesarediﬁerent.

Jreisat seid of politicians. “They -

want to be elected. They are iinder
constant pressure from lobbyists
and special inferests™

Deveiopers might make cam-
paign contributions to influence
the mayor, who could veto zoning

decisions, said Commissioner Jan
Pla;tl,mv‘vbo npposes the county may-
or

“It's obvmus a developer’s

dream come true, tx

of the mayor pm
pom They say corrup-
tion can take root in any form of
govemment, dependmg on the
people in ,

Even sn Flalt raises ancther
objection: She doubts an elected
mayor would actually unite the
government under one person.
theA county maymwwoukln';{have

Same Power ay ayor
Dick Greco, who hires the police
chief and conirols the cily’s d'leck
book. Florida’s constilution makes
counties an arm of the state. and
gives power to c]eched
coastitutional officers, such zs
Sheriff Cal Henderson.

A county mayor couldn't write
a check without approval from
Clerk of the Circuit Court Richard
Ake, who is elected separately.
And unfike the Tampa City Coun-
cil, wl:uch historically has been
weak, Commisaion hag.
a tmdiunn of independent power,
‘The commission might coristantly
be at war with 2 mayor,

“It's not golng to be what peo-
ple think it is going to be,” Platt
said, “It’s just lfgoms to hamstring

ﬂﬁmnnnent is
meﬂ%cﬁve now, will really
bring things to a standstill”

wwe Therves stal¥ writer B cuueumlwd
mﬂisuput

_»||'




TAMPA — A 14-member citizen panel will ha\e
the next say on whether Hilfsborough’ Coun’df
shouki have an eiected yor

yearifiu@lleademdonotsmdyalﬁemaﬂmto
ﬂ:emrmtsh*udmeofcountygomxnent. )

“You’vegnttohlewwhmmhold andwhen ;

toﬁnld.{ﬂxinknowlsagoodhmeﬁofold."
state Sen, james Hargreﬂ,l}’l‘émpa,whospon-
soredabiﬂﬂntwuldhmputthe
msyursystemheﬁorewtemmﬂwember
Hewxﬁldrewﬂmebmbeforeumwtedm
ameeﬁngofﬁ:eﬂi}lsbomugh(:ounty
Delegation. .
"Werenutgemngoutafthegame;wcre
takmgabreak, saudSm}ohnGrant, R-Tnmpn.
a co-sponsor of Hargretts bill .
Commmnwmm.ebctedoﬁdahand
business leaders have been torn over sugges-
tions that it’s time to revamp Hi}lsboroughs
goverument. But they were imnited in wanting
ﬂiel.eglslamretosﬂwoutoﬁheiswe

//"

-

Legls(ﬁtors fail to reva:rhp

county politics

"I‘!naisaHiIhbnroughCoumyissue,and:t
should be addressed in Hillsborough County,”
said Sam Horton, 2 retired edvcator and presi-
dent of the Hillshorough County chapter of the
Nahanalﬁssomﬂonformeﬁdvancementof

- Colored Peqple.

About 100 people showed up for Friday's
meeﬁng,mrbaﬂoppodngﬂ:emﬁelawmak
ers’ involvement,

Andsomlthtomespema]iyﬁ-omﬁxe
Hotise of appeared uncomfort

able with the idea, a3 well. .

“Itappmmmethat&usmsnmesortof
arm-iwnhng.‘!hmseemsﬂobeahultyhchc,
said Rep, Les Miller, D-Tampa. -

Hillsborough’s charter is expected 1o re-
mamaneofmenwstdisalssediamuﬂm

.year

'Ihenutsmp-themocesswillbemeet-
ings of the 14-meémber Charter Review Board,

‘ whichlsscheduledhnnwetfurﬁxeﬁmthmem

Feh. 9.
Anchmestnﬂwchaﬁerwouldhavehbe
finished by early summer. That would sllow
time to mieet election deadlines and indergo
U.5. Justice Department review hefore the
question goes to voters in November.
UndermephnHargrettand sevemloﬂmr

Iawmakerswerepushing thé sevenmember |
commission would be retained to set policy and
make legislative decisions, but an elected
' mayorwou!dtxkeoverﬂmdayto-dayemcuuve
t fecisions, ‘
Supporters of a charter change said the
county has become 100 big to be ruled by a
group of seven trylog to reach consensus.
“When you're the size of Hillshorough
‘ Comtygovemment,somebcdyneedsﬁobem

Dasnte}osmgﬁemFﬁday state law-
makensaidﬂmyhopethe!:ﬂs!mceoﬁheblﬂ
has opened new dislogue.
'Maybextwasashotmthebowferev-
eryone,” said AD. “Sandy” MacKinnon, the
Lo e of Yale I mughm
aspo ‘or the 0
ber of Commerce. - L
Hesmﬂhemsympaﬁwm: with the comemis-
mmbuumdmedimmmey’vebad
conscasus in recent years, ,
“Haw do'you lead a group of leaders?”
MacKirnon asked. “That’s a difficult task when
 they all have their own feclings.” '
|>Tadm¢m ESvrmment.

Ha ran ha sasshad o /049 220 7870 -~
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oenator's
proposals

'on count
spurned

lJohn Grant says themeeung fthe
%owynpgfs leglslat:ve delegaﬁon w(;s a‘e

B‘V DAWD

TAMPA e
cap off his 21 years e Sen, J°h“ G’m bad p““’s

bbréugh Coun

hearing,

iile momiughad

wer in the Legislature,
some I mantn{:itg Byrd,
pre wi

speaker in two terms House .
" Grant wag algo aﬂacked
Plant City husinessman Sam
, & major fandraiger
Republican candidates, whom
he had always' con-

sidered a supporter. Rashid
wrote Grant a blistering letter in |
m clannut;g he was in-
m county issues, and
then:og;:dtheleﬁa-toﬂme "the
tslamr:nH ills Tsborous the pres- iE o
:;dﬂlentofﬂiel“londaSenateand '

h&ns"ramean ”Ii ., o ;
"ﬁm Lee, R-Brandon, would m}r&,gmdmdg:{ .
ed mayor to run the $2billion government, -

appoint staff and have veto POWer over couniy
would have

The
!sﬁlhidex:sted as a legiglative body, but with dimin- :

%ﬂofﬁgahighﬁghtmmm Grant
anwpothewas !

.

4
L

LI .

" Palmero would have had

Even if the Legislature had passed the bill, the |
issue would have required a voter referendum ‘

before becoming law, :
- Grant, who is forced to give up his Senate -
seat because of of term , argued that the county |

needed one elected mayor - rather than a divided -

eomnnsmonofseven to speak for citirens, '
“Give us a leader in this comm
Hargrett said. “The o

‘thisig that unifies usumg:s

community now is (Tampa Bay Buccansers coach)

Tony Dungy.

dtizens, including a representative of
the Greater Tumpa Chamber of Commerce, agreed
that the 1deamlghtwadc But they argued thatthe
Legislatire wasn't the forum- in which to re-engx
neer local government. -

Alocally appointed Charter Review Commissxon
will begin meeting: next month to consider the
ir;loénty quayor co;oeﬁt.ld 'lhf boa:dtywﬂl hold g:et—

in Tumpa and could put a coun mayor plan on
the ballot in November. -

Granthad argued, that teg;slators could not h-ust
the Charter Review Comynission to act on: the jssué,
because they were appointed by the County Com
mission.

“] think (the Charﬁer Review Comm:ssmn)
would have a reason to move rapidly and responst-
blyﬁmeyhaveabtﬂhanmnverﬂteh'head’

: Grant said. .

BDuring the meeting, a crowd of county employ- ‘
ees laughed at Grant as he spoke, and at one point .

someone in the auchence directed profanity. at !

Grant.

‘Even with the bill's defest, Grant and others said
ﬂleyweregiadthebﬂlbmughttheissuemuch
needed attention.

the bill h play,” G:ant saxd. “We are :

“We did
rot out of game,butwearegomgtotakea;
timeout.” - -

Other hxghhghts of meeting Friday:

M State Rep, Sandra Murman, R’nnnpa, thh-
drew a bill that would have restnictured the ‘county
htﬁmalauthonw . which owns Tampa General Hos-

Murman said the bill, which
Thursday night, wasn'tmcfy
give the public more time.to stidy the issue,

ghe 5w |
Shealsowosﬁablaredto :

lugislamdefeamdapmposaltoletoty:

Atto Jamea Palermo into the éity’s pension
m:ern though he di dgcilnagalnst{'dmm so

" The bﬂl. wﬁﬁen to bcneﬁt Paletmo.
would have allo him to receive’ moré than
Smﬂwayeumrhfemrheleavesmeutypa

to pay as much as $180,
to cover contributicis he would have made since

LR S,

mﬁkforﬂlemtymlw plusSpercent;;

compounded interest
The bill's sponsor, stamSen

Crist, R-Tampa, said he was concerned that the bilj

wasunfah-becauseoﬂ;eremployeeshad not been
dlmmpmﬂzepenmonsystm :

given the same
. “1 think it is setting a bad precedent,” Cnstsaid

I’I‘hedelegahmd;d approve a change to

nsion system that will let elected . oﬁaa:s_f
forapensionaﬁereightyearslnsbeadoﬂﬂ ;

'_Ihebi!lwillnawgo to the

Only state Rep. Bob Henriquez; D West T,

opposed the change.

Hirgrétt calied the
bili a “humanitarian” issue. But state Rep, :Victor -



