Article VI

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

Article viji

of the legislaiure; the expenditure is required to comply
with a law that applies to alf persons similary situated,
including the state and local governments; or the law is
either required to comply with a federal requirement or
required for eligibility for & federal entitlement, which fed-
eral requirement specifically contermplates acfions by
counties or municipalities for compliance.

(b} Except upen approval of each house of the leg-
islature by two-thirds of the membership, the legislature
may not enact, amend, or repeal any general law if the
anticipated effect of doing so would be to reduce the
authority that municipalities or counties have 1o raise rev-
enues in the aggregate, as such authority exists on
February 1, 1988

{c) Except upen approval of each house of the leg-
islature by two-thirds of the membership, the legisiature
may not enact, amend, or repeal any general law if the
anticipated effect of doing so wouild be {o reduce the per-

centage of a state tax shared with counties and munici- -

palities as an aggregate on February 1, 1982, The provi-
sions of this subsection shall not apply to enhancements
enacted after February 1, 1989, to state tax sources, or
during a fiscal emergency declared in a written joint
proclamation issued by the president of the senate and
the speaker of the house of representatives, or where
the legistature provides additional state-shared revenues
which are anticipated 1o be sufficient to replace the antic-
ipated aggregate loss of state-shared revenues resuiting

- from the reduction of the percentage of the state tax
shared with counties and municipalities, which source of
replacement revenues shall be subject to the same
requirerments for repeal or modification as provided here-
in for a state-shared tax source existing on February 1,
1989.

{d) Laws adopted to require funding of pension ben-
efits existing on the effective date of this section, crimina
laws, election laws, the general appropriations act, spe-
cial appropriations acts, laws reauthorizing but not
expanding then-existing statutory authority, laws having
insignificant fiscal impact, and laws creating, modifying,
or repealing noncriminal infractions, are exempt from the
requirements of this section.

{e) The legislature may enact laws to assist in tha

implementation and enforcement of this section.
History.—Added, C.5. for C.S. for C.8. for C.8. for H.J.Rs 139, 40, 1988; adopl-
ed 1980.

ARTICLE Vili
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Sec.

Counties.
Municipalities.
Consolidation.

Transfer of powers.
Local option.

Schedule to Article VI,

oo d

Loj all county funds.

SECTION 1. Counties.—

(a) POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. The state shal
be divided by law info political subdivisions called coyn-
ties. Counties may be created, abolished or changed by
law, with provision for payment or apportionment of the
public debt.

(b} COUNTY FUNDS. The care, custody and
method of disbursing county funds shall be provided by
general law.

(c) GOVERNMENT. Pursuant to general or spe-
cial law, a county government may be established by
charter which shall be adopted, amended or repealsd
only upon vote of the electors of the county in a special

fgction called for that purpose. :

{d) COUNTY OFFICERS. There shall bs elected
by the electors of each county, for terms of four years, a
sheriff, a fax collector, a property appraiser, a supervisor
of elections, and a clerk of the circuit court; except, when
provided by county charter or special law approved by
vote of the electors of the county, any county officar may
be chosen in another manner therein specified, or any
couniy office may be abolished when all the duties of the
office prescribed by general law are transferred to anoth-
er office, When not otherwise provided by county charter
or special law approved by vote of the electors, the clerk
of the circuit court shall be ex officio clerk of the board of
county commissioners, auditor, recorder and custodian

{e) COMMISSIONERS. Except when otharwise
pravided by county charter, the governing body of each
county shall be a board of county commissioners com-
posed of five or seven members serving staggersed
terms of four years. Afier each decennial census the
board of county commissioners shall divide the county
into districts of contiguous territory as nearly equal in
poptdation as practicable. One commissioner residing in
sach district shall be elected as provided by law.

(f)y NON-CHARTER GOVERNMENT. Counties
not operating under county charters shall have such
power of self-government as is provided by general or
special law. The board of county commissioners of a
county not operating under a charter may enaci, in a
manner prescribed by general law, county ordinances
not incongistent with general or special law, but an ordi-
nance in conflict with a municipal crdinance shall not be
effective within the municipality to the extent of such con-
fiict.

{g) CHARTER GOVERNMENT. Counties operat-
ing under courity charters shall have all powers of local
self-government not inconsistent with general law, or
with special law approved by vote of the electors. The
governing bady of a county operating under a charter
may enact county ordinances not inconsistent with gen-
eral law. The charter shall provide which shall prevail in
the event of conflict between county and municipal ordi-
narces,

(h) TAXES; LIMITATION. Properly situate within
municipalities shall not be subject to taxation for services
rendered by the county exclusively for the benefit of the
property or residents in unincerporated areas.
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